CAJM
Welcomes
New Program

Manager

Margalit joyfully celebrates one of their favorite Jewish rituals: the communal
unrolling of the Torah scroll on Simchat Torah! | Photos courtesy of Nefesh

We are thrilled to introduce Margalit Schindler (they/them) as the new Program
Manager for the Council of American Jewish Museums. Margalit brings extensive
expertise and a profound passion for preserving Jewish material culture, making them
an invaluable addition to our team and the broader community of Jewish museums.
Their appointment marks an exciting new chapter for CAJIM, reinforcing our
commitment to supporting and advancing the field.

Margalit is also the founder and Principal Conservator of Pearl Preservation, LLC,, a
preventive conservation and collection care firm based in Los Angeles, California. At
Pearl| Preservation, their practice is deeply rooted in the Jewish value of L'dor va dor -
from generation to generation — ensuring that our collective heritage is preserved. This
ethos guides all their work, whether consulting with cultural institutions, private
collectors, or community groups. Pearl Preservation offers a comprehensive suite of
services, including collections surveys, environmental monitoring, emergency
preparedness, and custom storage solutions, all delivered with a holistic, practical, and
culturally sensitive approach tailored to the unique needs of Jewish ritual, history, and
material culture.

Since establishing Pearl Preservation in 2022, Margalit has led numerous impactful
projects. They served on the founding Board for Art Recovery LA, a collective
supporting those affected by the 2025 wildfires, demonstrating their commitment to
community resilience. Other notable projects include managing digital assets for
rabbinic archive reorganization, developing community clinic models for Jewish
material culture, and advocating for dedicated Preventive Conservator positions at
major institutions. Margalit has also implemented specialized treatments for museum
collections and spearheaded workforce training programs in outdoor sculpture
maintenance. Their work spans diverse institutions and object types, from AV to
antiquity and everything in between!
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Top: (L) Margalit supports community impacted by the LA fires at an ARLA and LA County Conservation Clinic by explaining deodorizing techniques
using store-bought kitty litter. (R) Here, Margalit carefully handles and repacks a pair of Yaacov Agam candlesticks for a private collection.


https://hzunm7cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SsuTQLuSsoRgjFEefqu9LcUTpmiKRGm9iDCHZBqkp3MPCWPe_EXHgggfYbFJiWYYH8ZvagqdgVfS_pz7r0u5IlE5sB4GO9DDxyhvhmcp5S-NorU7r3oz0hoRZEmJtTT48132QWlurOHl25TIlAbfK7cGyY1hwxWwQTtM05ImsYM=&c=cqpTp_odB8stczqq8K0W_2nGD43Ldvlrpscc-5m8PCJm3IvWFQh5hQ==&ch=ySnwJ2rjsQsQWTK48gUBC_TcqMTWqY94Vy9060fU4w92R8QMqtcWYQ==

A cornerstone of Margalit's contributions, and particularly relevant to their new role
CAIM, is their pioneering Judaica Collection Preservation Survey. This mul
institution research, conducted during their graduate studies, sought to bett
understand collection management and preventive conservation efforts for Judai
and Jewish Collections across the United States. This survey provided invaluak
insights into the specific challenges and needs of these collections, making Marga
uniquely positioned to support CAIJM's initiatives.

Beyond their direct conservation work, Margalit is a dedicated advocate and educatc
frequently presenting on preventive conservation, small business practices, and tt
preservation of Jewish material culture. From graduate students to Hebrew Scho
kindergartners, Margalit loves sharing their passion for Jewish learning with
audiences. Their active involvement in various professional committees, including tt
Talking Circles and Conference Program Committee for CAIM, further highlights the
commitment to fostering professional development and community engageme
within the museum and conservation fields.

As Program Manager for CAJM, Margalit will undoubtedly leverage their de¢
expertise, community-focused approach, and profound understanding of Jewit
heritage to foster growth, collaboration, and innovation within our memb
institutions. We eagerly anticipate the fresh perspectives and strategic leadersh
Margalit will bring to CAJM, enhancing our collective ability to preserve and share tt
rich tapestry of Jewish history and culture for generations to come. Please join us
extending a warm welcome to Margalit Schindler!

The Lodz Torah:
Community
Centered

Conservation

Lower: (L) A presentation at the Western Association for Art Conservation 2024 Annual Conference, in partnership with CAJM member Holocau:
Museum LA shares the story of the Lodz Torah scroll and its use in a bat mitzvah ceremony. (R) Margalit teaching the Sashiko mending technique
their Torah and Textiles Retreat, sponsored by MemGlobal.



https://hzunm7cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SsuTQLuSsoRgjFEefqu9LcUTpmiKRGm9iDCHZBqkp3MPCWPe_EXHgggfYbFJiWYYH8ZvagqdgVfS_pz7r0u5IlE5sB4GO9DDxyhvhmcp5S-NorU7r3oz0hoRZEmJtTT48132QWlurOHl25TIlAbfK6tM8UiZpnjgBf0SmzK_jPw=&c=cqpTp_odB8stczqq8K0W_2nGD43Ldvlrpscc-5m8PCJm3IvWFQh5hQ==&ch=ySnwJ2rjsQsQWTK48gUBC_TcqMTWqY94Vy9060fU4w92R8QMqtcWYQ==

